Docket 240 and the Indian Claims Commission

The Indian Claims Commission* (ICC), Docket 240, confirmed in 1955 a number of things that are important to the
history and future of the Chinook Indian Nation.

1. It concluded that there was NO evidence that the Clatsop Tribe and the Kathlamet Band of Chinooks were associated with
the Nehalem or Tillamook.

It says that the Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians and the Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde Community, Oregon
include the descendants of the Nehalem band and Tillamook band of Tillamooks. The Siletz and Grand Ronde were allowed
to make claim against the United States Government on behalf of the Nehalem and Tillamook and claim payment for their
traditional lands that were defined as“a section of the coast in what now is the State of Oregon from Tillamook Head at the
north to Cape Lookout at the south.” Docket 240 also says“The Indians from the various villages of the Nehalem band and the
Tillamook band of Tillamook intermarried and exchanged their places of residence within such territory so as to make it impos-
sible at this time to fix the liability of the defendant to the separate bands but such liability must accrue to the plaintiffs joint-
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lands of the Indigenous peoples. The Commission created a process for
tribes to address their grievances against the United States, and offered monetary compensation for territory lost as a result of broken or non-existent treaties.



